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AREA1:
READING & THE STUDY OF TEXTS:
IF THIS IS A MAN

Chapter 1
GENRE

In the author’s preface, Levi makes it clear that his book is not
historical account of the atrocities enacted at Auschwitz, nor isitajud
crimes against humanity — the book purports to be an in ’

camp, and within this reflection, Levi seeks to meditate o
meditates upon what is a man. So, this is an autobiogua , as ‘none of
the facts are invented’. It can in some way be s AS @ j it clearly does
not have the singular purpose of a chronicle. i orm in so far as the
use of metaphor and narrative techniques have De ili [ icity that gets at the
heart of this man’s experience at Ausc i
asks what man is, and Levi’s account a v of the literary in a way that accentuates
the authenticity of what it records. Man what he is from a consideration of what
he has done through developlng narrati ophisticated the narrative, the more
significance can be gleaned

s a comprehensive
e perpetrators of the
his experience of the

Most of all, the text is a con
nobody to forget theybarbarity o tise into the depths of the human spirit and the
human psyche.
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Chapter 2
STRUCTURE

If this is @ Man is not written as a linear narrative, and Levi himself says in his preface that the book
has a ‘fragmentary character’ because the chapters of the book have been written, ‘not in logical
succession, but in order of urgency’ (by urgency, he means the compulsion to tell his story). Even so,
there is clearly a chronological order of the text from Levi’s initial arrest in December 1943, to the
liberation of Auschwitz by the Russians on the 25" January 1945, and there is also a sequencing of the
changing seasons as the narrative unfolds.

The account is prefaced by a poem called ‘Shema’ which includes ext’ s t1tle ‘If this is a Man’ and

The text is comprised of seventeen chapters, eac es a distinct
aspect of life in the camp that is to be the fo ' the arrest and
deportation to Auschwitz and Chapter 2 follov i i i nt state of mind as
the harsh reality of what has befallen him si i ntinues with Levi’s

familiarising himself with the bleak envj
experiences, Chapters 5 and 6 capture
executed in the day. Chapter 7 is a count

ights spent at Auschwitz and the work
2 as a record of glimmering hope that was

quest for survival. The other ¢ [ ies of meditations on different aspects of
camp life, with th which reads as a day by day journal of the days
between the Germ the day of its liberation by the Russians. The
can also be seen to reflect the disintegration of

munication and communion between human beings which is the
to read and create Literature. This chapter also explicitly provides the
serving Levi’s own account of a man’s journey.

source of the human imp
reader with another way

The text interweaves dramatised incidents, reflection on character that explores elements of human

behaviour and philosophical abstractions about the significance of such behaviour in the context of the
Auschwitz experience, and in relation to the question ‘what is a man’.
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